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DESIGNING DURBAN
Durban is regularly lauded as a national hub of creative talent and its interior designers, rather
like the city’s fashionistas and product designers, tend to lead the way when it comes to the best
in South African style. Home Weekly caught up with some of surf city’s leading decor lights
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KARRIN HATFIELD

TAMMY MAHARAJ
AND SAMEERA KHAN,
SUGAR PLUM INTERIORS

CHE HOOPER, PORTFOLIO INTERIOR DESIGN AND DECORATING

Che Hooper,
owner of
Por tfolio
Inter ior
Design and
D e c ora t i ng,

do es n ’t have
a signature

style. “Ever y
client is unique and every home
is different. I mould my concept
around the client’s needs and what
suits the style of their home.

“However, my personal style is
very much Afro chic-contemporary,
infused with urban-eclectic and I just
can’t resist the old vintage find that
needs a little TLC,” she says.

Ho op er ’s design advice is simple:
“Be true to who you are and

surround yourself with things that
make you happy. Your space must
be a reflection of yourself. Mix old
and new, expensive with inexpensive
— not all things need to be the
newest, glossiest or trendiest.”

Hooper likes to be a little
adventurous with colour. “It need
not be overwhelming splashes in
every corner of the home. Think
rather of vibrant accessories or
signature furniture pieces against
a neutral wall.”

Hooper is one of the young
creatives who are driving a
renewed vigour in Durban’s
creative industries. “It would seem
Durban has a laid-back approach
to everything, design included, but
every now and then we are surprised

by the unbelievable talent that
is actually here. There are such
beautiful creatives in Durban,
not just in the interior design and
decorating world but in all aspects
of design: music, fashion, jewellery,
graphic design. Seeing what
Durbanites are capable of makes
working as an interior designer
in this lovely city refreshing and
energ i s i ng, ” she says.

Portfolio Design’s three years
in business have been very successful
and during this time, Hooper has
worked on a variety of residential
and commercial projects. Portfolio
offers a complete decorating and
furnishing service to buy-to-let
and investment-property owners.
www.por tfoliodesign.co.za

Most Durbanites not only know
Karrin Hatfield’s name but have also
admired her Morningside showroom,
with its manicured gardens and
ivy-covered walls which frame huge
glass windows, allowing passers-by
glimpses of beautiful objects and
gorgeous furniture. But it’s only
when you step inside that the secret
to Hatfield’s success is revealed.
Despite all its sophistication, there is
a genuine warmth to the space, filled
with accessories, furniture, lighting
and glassware hand-picked or
designed by Hatfield and her team.

The mix includes furniture by
Pierre Cronje, Clinton Friedman’s
photographic print and homeware
collection and Hope Garden outdoor
furniture. “It is our personal service
and attention to our clients that set
us apart,” says Hatfield. “We try and
make each person who comes into
the showroom feel special, whether
they are here for the first time to

important to me and I want to be
able to provide them with the same
personal service as they have
experienced in the showroom.”

Hatfield describes her style as
colourful and clean, and she loves
gardening and flowers, which
influences her design philosophy.
www.kar r inhatfield.co.za

buy a single
gift or have
become one
of our most
loyal clients
over many
years .”

Hatfield lives in
Pietermaritzburg and travels into
Durban daily. She has been in her
current showroom since 2000; and
the renovations that transformed the
space into the building we see today
were completed in 2003. “I have
loved working in Durban and
have always felt very uplifted
by the number of people who keep
returning and even bring visitors
from out of town to our showroom.”

Ha t f ield ’s interior-design clients
are all customers who like the feel
of the shop and aspire to something
similar in their homes. “I am careful
not to take on too many projects,”
says Hatfield. “Each client is

D
U R BA N ’S
c re a t ive
industr ies,
i ncl ud i ng
inter ior
des ig n,

are forward-thinking and
innovative, and although
trends are important, the
climate and coastal setting

makes Durban design
unique. The mix of cultures,
history and traditions of the
region are also influential
for many designers who
call this city home, and a
supportive and collaborative
community of interior design
and decorating professionals
is constantly growing.

Tammy Maharaj and Sameera
Khan have a passion – fo r
bathrooms. These Ballito
interior designers have
become the go-to-girls in
KwaZulu-Natal for unique,
luxury bathrooms.

“There was a niche in the
market for eco-friendly sanitary ware
and bathroom products that are both stylish and
economical, and so Sugar Plum Interiors was born,”
they say of their business’s beginnings.

Their design philosophy? “Keep it simple and
elegant. Less clutter, less clean-up.” Sugar Plum designs
are modern and trendy but always practical.

“We offer unmatched service, design capability,
technical knowledge, flexibility and competitiveness.
We pride ourselves in creating the ‘wow factor’ within
any budget.” The Sugar Plum Interiors showroom in
Ballito is a treasure trove of tiles and taps, mirrors and
mosaics, and Maharaj and Khan also frequently design
bespoke pieces for their clients.

Sugar Plum Interiors doesn’t only create designer
bathrooms, however, and many homes on the
KwaZulu-Natal north coast have been entirely made
over by Maharaj and Khan. “We love working in
Durban as we are able to create different spaces for
diverse people,” they say. The other great source of
pride for Sugar Plum Interiors is the female factor. “We
are the only female-owned bathroom retailer in
KwaZulu-Nat al,” they explain.
www.sug arpluminteriors.co.za


