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Each week we put a noteworthy suburb in your property sights.
This week we look at Hillcrest, the Durban suburb known for its
beautiful gardens and less humid climate than the rest of the city
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NITTY GRITTY
• The attraction of living in
Hillcrest, 30km from Durban’s
city centre, has always been its
country-town feel.
• Known for its large plots,
beautiful gardens and crisp, fresh
air, Hillcrest is a popular choice for
people who want to live within easy
reach of the city but don’t want the
infamous humidity.
• Recent expansion in the area
has led to Hillcrest becoming quite
a different place today from what
it was in the 1990s. A slew of gated
estates, complexes, retirement
homes and shopping centres have
recently sprung up and a lengthy
period of roadworks is finally
coming to an end.

PRICE POINTS
Property prices in Hillcrest are
varied. Liz Ellice, principal of
Chas Everitt’s Upper Highway
and Westville branch, says she has
properties on her books ranging in
price from R650 000 to R12-million.

“Our most active price bracket is
the R1.5-million and below, where
we achieve 48.5% of our sales; 72%
of our sales are below R2-million,”
says Michele Wilson of Seeff
Properties Kloof and Hillcrest.

IN THE MARKET
“Hillcrest is attracting a large
cross-section of buyers across the
board: from first-time buyers for the
smaller entry-level properties to
high income earners. Buyers are
mostly looking here for their
primary residence,” Ellice says.

“Our very popular townhouse
market tends to be for very modern
and trendy units, which have
entered our developing village since
the early 2000s,” Wilson says.

“The Upper Highway boasts
some of the best schools in South
Africa and this is a big drawcard
for families who place their children
in private schooling,” Wilson says.

“This is a farming area that has
grown into a village with a vibe.”
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SHANNON JOHNSTONE

The owner of nearby Kloof’s
Fat Tuesday Gallery and Shop,
Shannon Johnstone has lived
in Hillcrest for over 20 years.

“Hillcrest is a village but has
everything you’d find in the
city and I love that it’s on the
Comrades route. Beautiful
new homes sit comfortably
next to heritage sites, encoura ging
change but maintaining awareness
of the past,” she says.

“The most interesting change
has been to see the children
of early Hillcrest grow up and
choose to stay, settle and start
their own families in Hillcrest.
That has to be the best testament
to a great suburb.”

HILLCREST IS WELL-KNOWN

FOR ITS LOVELY GARDENS.


