
10 HOME WEEKLY 8 JULY 2012proper ty

Each week we train the Home Weekly spotlight on a South African suburb,
and this time around we take our first look at an area in Pietermaritzburg.
Montrose is famed for its leafy streets and open spaces
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NITTY GRITTY
• Montrose is a suburb of the city of
Pietermaritzburg in KwaZulu-Natal.
• Well-known for its many open spaces
and pleasantly leafy streets, Montrose is
home to the Queen Elizabeth Nature
Reserve and the Victoria Country Club.
• The amenities of the big city are close
by with the newly revamped Cascades
shopping centre in the suburb.
• Montrose is situated near the outskirts
of the city and the Midlands towns of
Hilton and Howick are an easy drive
away, as is the Midlands Meander.

PRICE POINTS
“Simplex prices range from R800 000
for a two-bedroom lock-up-and-go, to
R3-million for large up-market units
in exclusive developments,” manager of
RE/MAX Midlands Clint Wahl says.
“The average selling price for sectional-
title units is R1.2-million,” he says.

“Freestanding homes start at an entry
level of about R1.2-million, with really
top-end properties selling for nearer to
R4-million. The average selling price
for a freestanding Montrose home is
R 1. 6 5 - m i l l ion, ” he says.

“Houses on the Victoria Country
Club Estate sell at an entry level of
about R2.2-million, with many people
investing in excess of R5-million in
the construction of their stylish and
modern homes.”

IN THE MARKET
Says Wahl: “First-time home buyers
and investors purchase the lower-end
sectional-title units. The majority of
homes in the low-to-average Montrose
price range are purchased by young
up-and-coming families, expecting to
live in Montrose for many years.

“Most people only move out of
Montrose when they retire or when
transferred. People love living in
Montrose and don’t leave easily.

“The recent refurbishment of the
Cascades shopping centre and the
opening of the Virgin Active gym have
contributed to the growth of the area,”
he adds. “Another major boost to the
Montrose area has been the development
of the Victoria Country Club Estate.”
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SHARON CLARKE

The owner of Gecko Hill Bed and
Breakfast in Montrose, Sharon
Clarke, loves the fact that her
suburb is leafy, quiet and safe.

“There are two nature reserves
nearby and we also host the
mountain biking World Cup so
there is plenty to do,” she says.

Despite the country vibe,
Clarke feels that Montrose is
close to all the city’s attractions
and that the Cascades shopping
centre is very convenient.

“Something most people don’t
realise is that Montrose can be as
much as seven degrees cooler than
the other side of ’Mar itzburg.”

MONTROSE HAS A MILDER

CLIMATE THAN THE REST

OF PIETERMARITZBURG.


